

ADOPTED 8/12/14


Introduced by Council Member Yarborough & Co-sponsored by  

Council Members Carter & Jones:
RESOLUTION 2014-516-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING MARINE CORPS GUNNERY SERGEANT DUANE KING ON BEING NAMED DRUM MAJOR OF THE UNITED STATES MARINE BAND, “THE PRESIDENT’S OWN”; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Gainesville native Duane King graduated from Terry Parker High School where he as a member of the Florida All-State Band as a trumpet player, briefly enrolled in Florida State College at Jacksonville and subsequently enlisted in the United States Marine Corps and successfully auditioned to be a member of the Marine Corps band program; and


WHEREAS, after serving five years in the Marine Forces Reserve Band in New Orleans, Mr. King completed the ceremonial conductor/drum major course with the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center Band in California and subsequently performed in the Recruit Depot Parris Island Band until 2005, when he returned to the New Orleans band as its drum major; and


WHEREAS, in June 2012, Gunnery Sergeant King was selected as the assistant drum major of the United States Marine Band, known as “The President’s Own”, established by President John Adams in 1798 to serve as the president’s personal band providing music for White House ceremonies, state visits and funerals, concerts, and any other musical event as directed by the President; and 


WHEREAS, in June 2014, Gunnery Sergeant King was promoted to become the 40th Drum Major for The President’s Own, interestingly succeeding another Jacksonville native, Master Gunnery Sergeant William Browne, a graduate of Fletcher High School; and


WHEREAS, the City wishes to express its pride and pleasure at Gunnery Sergeant King’s high honor at being appointed to lead America’s oldest musical organization and to succeed legendary bandsmen such as former conductor John Philip Sousa; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Marine Corps Gunnery Sergeant Duane King on being named as the 40th Drum Major of the United States Marine Band, known as “The President’s Own”, and wishes him every success as he embarks on this outstanding appointment. The City and citizens of Jacksonville are extremely proud of Gunnery Sergeant King’s accomplishments and his of the honor he brings to Jacksonville.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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